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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: BPRO, BTIO, UK 

SUBJECT: SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION (SPC) SKIPJACK TUNA 
SURVEY 

REF: STATE 49498 

1 . OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY (ODM) INFORMED SEC GEN 
SPC IN EARLY FEBRUARY THAT IT WOULD BE WILLING TO CON- 
TRIBUTE 70,000 POUNDS A YEAR FOR THREE YEARS TO SUBJECT 
SURVEY IF ADEQUATE CONTRIBUTIONS ARE FORTHCOMING FROM 
OTHER COUNTRIES. ACCORDING TO ODM SOURCES THIS FIGURE 
MIGHT BE RAISED SOMEWHAT IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN PARITY WITH 
OTHER CONTRIBUTORS IF THE EXCHANGE RATE MOVES AGAINST THE 
POUND. SHOULD ANY OF THE OTHER MAJOR PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LONDON 04010 09201 1Z 

SPC, SPECIFICALLY AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, THE U.S. OR 
FRANCE, DECIDE NOT TO CONTRIBUTE, THEN UK POSITION WOULD 
HAVE TO BE REVIEWED. IT WAS SUGGESTED IN ODM'S LETTER 
TO SEC GEN SPC THAT THERE BE AN ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE SUR- 
VEY BY THE CONTRIBUTORS. THE SEC GEN /HAS REPLIED THAT 
HE IS ALSO THINKING ALONG THESE LINES. 
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2. FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIALS ARE ALSO ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT 
PROJECT. THEY PLACE RATHER MORE EMPHASIS, HOWEVER, THAN 
DO THEIR COLLEAGUES AT ODM ON NEED FOR CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 
OTHER COUNTRIES, SPECIFICALLY FRANCE. THEY UNDERSTAND 
CANADA HAS DONATED A PURSE SEINE VESSEL TO THE PROJECT. 

MILLER 
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